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2. Technical writing — a working definition

For the purposes of this study, we define ‘technical writing’ as writing done for professional
purposes (or in preparation for such professional purposes). Such writing would include various
forms of professional writing: patient care plans, funding proposals, progress reports, technical
reports, scientific articles for journals, and so on. In academic settings professional technical
writing is often ‘pedagogized’ for learning purposes. We have included these forms, and other
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Writing Effective Passages

Understanding the function of specific passages
© To describe
C To compare and contrast
O To define
© To show cause and effect
© To show sequence
© To summarize
Writing clear topic sentences
Giving enough information to convince
Referencing other writers

DAY TWO

Controlling the Language

Conventions of the English language
Writing grammatically sound sentences
Combining and subordinating information
Making every word count

Using transitions

Using the Right Tense and Voice

The writer's voice

Remaining objective

Using the subjunctive, imperative, and emphatic voice
Using the active voice

Paring the passive

Punctuating Effectively

Using punctuation to clarify messages and improve readability
Bullets, numbers, white space
Using symbols and abbreviations
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15. Put statements in positive form.
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1. Place yourself in the background.

2. Write in a way that comes naturall

3. Work from a suitable design.
4. \Write with nouns and verbs.
5. Revise and rewrite.

6. Do not overwrite.
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/. Do not overstate.

= o 8. Avoid the use of qualifiers.
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9. Do not affect a breezy manner.

10. Use orthodox spelling.
11. Do not explain too much.

12. Do not construct awkward advert
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20. Avoid foreign languages.
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What's New

JAMA and Oxford University Press are pleased to
announce that the online AMA Manual will launch in
2009! Sign up here for updates.

For decades indispensable, the AMA Manual of Style
continues to provide editorial support to the medical and
scientific publishing community. Since the 1998 publication
of the Sth edition, however, the world of medical
publishing has rapidly modernized, and the intersection of
research and publishing has become ever more complex,
The 10th edition of the AMA Manual of Style, to be
published in early 2007, brings this definitive manual into
the 21st century with a broadened international
perspective,

Arerican Madicnl Assocition

4

MANUAL
OF STYLE




American Medical Association style (AMA style)

The AMA style conforms to the Unform Requirements for Manuscripts submitted to Biomedical journals ath edition, 1997 {sometimes referred to as the Vancouver group)
National Liorary of Medicine (NLM style) and was first published in 1979. The three styles, usually used by authors of biomedical joumals, have certain simiarties. |t Is re

view of this, we have chosen to feature the AMA style %t edition here.
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The AMA style conforms ta the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts submitted to Biomedical ournals 5th edition, 1997 (sometimes referred to as the Vancauver group
National Liorary of Medicine (NLM style) and was first published in 1979. The three styles, usually used by authors of biomedical joumals, have certain simiarties. |t Is re
view of this, we have chosen to featurs the AMA style %th edition here.
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